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Nomination of New Managing Director 

 

The Board of Directors of HEINEKEN Malaysia is pleased to announce that Mr Martijn Rene van 

Keulen has been nominated as the successor for Mr Roland Bala who will be taking up the position 

of Managing Director of Multi Bintang Indonesia effective 1 July 2024. Roland will also relinquish 

his directorships in all subsidiary companies of HEINEKEN Malaysia with effect from the same day. 

 

Roland Bala has been Managing Director of HEINEKEN Malaysia since September 2018. Under his 

leadership, HEINEKEN Malaysia Group has grown its business in a very challenging environment 

and delivered a record performance for year 2022. Roland has successfully boosted the 

performance of the Group leveraging the HEINEKEN Global EverGreen strategy with a focus on 

meeting the needs of the consumers and customers by ensuring effective commercial execution, 

driving sales transformation, improving cost efficiency and uplifting the sustainability initiatives. 

Roland and his team have also fostered a culture of One Strong Winning Team in HEINEKEN 

Malaysia, promoting high performance and inclusive leadership within the organisation. With over 

50% of the extended Leadership Team comprised of women, HEINEKEN Malaysia has become a 

leading exporter of talent for the HEINEKEN Asia Pacific region, reflecting the Company’s 

commitment to diversity and talent development. 

 

Over the past five years, Roland has dealt with major challenges arising from the brewery 

lockdowns during the COVID-19 pandemic and implemented various key initiatives including the 

setting-up of e-commerce platforms from B2B to B2C, re-organisation of the sales structure and 

the brewery upgrades. 

 

Mr Martijn Rene van Keulen, a Dutch, is currently the Managing Director of HEINEKEN Myanmar, 

where he led his team to drive an ambitious transformation agenda and successfully delivered 

strong performance despite extremely challenging times facing the Company. Prior to HEINEKEN 

Myanmar, Martijn was the Managing Director of Grande Brasserie de Nouvelle-Caledonie, a 

producer and distributor of beers and non-alcoholic drinks in New Caledonia (September 2018 

to June 2020). He was the General Manager of HEINEKEN Kirin Japan (September 2015 to August 

2018) and the Account Director for Modern Trade and Convenience at HEINEKEN Netherlands for 

five years (November 2010 to August 2015). Martijn joined HEINEKEN International in 2000 and 

held various Commercial positions before taking on the role as Global Account Manager for the 

HEINEKEN Global Duty Free and Travel Retail business where he spent four years. 

 

Mr Martijn Rene van Keulen will succeed Mr Roland Bala who will continue to serve the Company 

until he hands over his position as the Managing Director of HEINEKEN Malaysia on 1 July 2024.  

The Board wishes to congratulate Roland on his new assignment and thank him for his 

outstanding service and significant contributions to the Group. 

<ENDS> 
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About Heineken Malaysia Berhad 

HEINEKEN Malaysia is one of the leading brewers in the country with its portfolio of iconic international 

brands. The Company brews, markets and distributes: 

     

• The World's No. 1 international premium beer Heineken®     

• The great taste of Heineken® with dealcoholised Heineken® 0.0     

• The World-acclaimed iconic Asian beer Tiger Beer     

• The crystal-cold filtered beer Tiger Crystal     

• The World's No. 1 stout Guinness  

• The smooth and creamy Guinness Draught in a Can  

• The premium wheat beer born in the Alps Edelweiss    

• The New Zealand inspired cider Apple Fox Cider     

• The all-time local favourite Anchor Smooth     

• The premium Irish ale Kilkenny     

• The real shandy Anglia  

• The wholesome, premium quality non-alcoholic Malta.  

    

HEINEKEN Malaysia is committed to advocating responsible consumption by championing responsible 

drinking behaviours through its Enjoy Responsibly campaign. HEINEKEN Malaysia’s corporate social 

responsibility initiatives are carried out by its CSR arm, SPARK Foundation, focusing on environment and 

community partnerships.  

 
HEINEKEN Malaysia through its e-commerce platform, Drinkies now delivers chilled beers and ciders on 

demand. Drinkies also offers freshly tapped beers to cater for home parties and other events including 

weddings and corporate dinners. For enquiries, call 012-281 8888 or visit www.drinkies.my. 

    

Listed on the Bursa Malaysia Main Market, the principal shareholder of HEINEKEN Malaysia is G.A.P.L. Pte Ltd 

headquartered in Singapore. GAPL Pte Ltd is 100% owned by Heineken N.V.    

    

For more information, please visit: www.heinekenmalaysia.com    

 
For media enquiries, please contact:    
 

Heineken Malaysia Berhad 
Ng Eng Kiat    
Head of Communications & Sustainability     
Corporate Affairs & Legal Department     
Email: engkiat.ng@heineken.com       
Tel: 017-360 7277    
    
Lumos Hill & Knowlton 
Serene Perera                          Regine Tan                         
Serene.Perera@hillandknowlton.com        Regine.Tan@hillandknowlton.com 
Cell:  010-200 32165   Cell:  012-883 1081 
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